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Members of the Long Island Community Come together 
for a Virtual Town Hall on Pedestrian Safety 
  
The New York Coalition for Transportation Safety (NYCTS) and the Long Island Health 
Collaborative have teamed up to host events throughout the year to educate the 
community about pedestrian accidents on Long Island, and how to prevent them.  
  
According to the New York State Department of Health, approximately 1.6 of every 
100,000 New York pedestrians are killed every year due to motor vehicle accidents.  
In 2011, Newsday released an article stating that Long Island’s bike fatality rate was the 
highest in the metro area, and that statistic still stands today.  
  
On Wednesday, September 9th, the NYCTS and the Long Island Health Collaborative 
hosted an event over Zoom to inform the community about laws and regulations in 
regard to pedestrians and bicyclists on Long Island.  
  
Lynne Margaret Brown, a program and administrative assistant for the NYCTS, says 
that this event was the first online public forum they had held due to COVID-19. 
Margaret Brown says that forums like the one held today are necessary to educate the 
community, even if it is done remotely. 
  
“Hopefully forums like this can help inform and disseminate information, as well as 
serve as a place to raise questions and other issues pertaining to transportation safety.”  
  
Elissa Kyle, an attendee of this event and the Placemaking Director of Vision Long 
Island, believes that pedestrian safety doesn’t get enough attention, and, “The entire 
burden of safety shouldn’t be put on pedestrians when the roads are designed to favor 
cars.” 
  
Since the start of COVID-19, fewer cars have been on the road, but more accidents 
have occurred. According to a Daily News report, cars have been speeding more since 
the pandemic, causing the increase in accidents this year. Speeding cars are also a 
danger to pedestrians and bicyclists, who are already at a higher risk on Long Island. 
  

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/li-bike-fatality-rate-highest-in-metro-area-1.3023831
https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-coronavirus-traffic-coronavirus-dot-polly-trottenberg-deaths-20200719-ph7el2n5wbfm7as3vr2fcsaclm-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-coronavirus-traffic-coronavirus-dot-polly-trottenberg-deaths-20200719-ph7el2n5wbfm7as3vr2fcsaclm-story.html


The Director of Long Island Health Collaborative, Janine Logan, is aware of this 
increase in danger and deaths due to COVID-19, but is also aware of the need for 
people to walk around outside to escape the isolation of quarantine. 
  
“There are more people walking because COVID-19 has caused more people to get out 
and walk.” Logan said. “That’s a good thing, but we don’t want to see people get hurt.” 
  
Working alongside Logan and her team is the NYCTS and their director, Cindy Brown. 
Both of these organizations have been implementing programs to educate the 
communities on Long Island about pedestrian and bicyclist safety.  
  
“We reach out, by age group, to seniors, school children, bicycle groups, and other 
organizations that do educational programs about transportation safety, and do our 
programs through them,” Brown said.  
  
Both Logan and Brown agree that it is up to pedestrians and bicyclists to educate 
themselves on how to stay safe. Because their programming is limited due to the 
pandemic, they recommend looking into resources such as the NYCTS and New York 
State websites, as well as the Walk Safe Long Island website, for more information on 
these issues.  
  
“We hope that people will check out these resources, learn the laws, and change their 
behavior to help keep everyone safe.” Logan said.   
  
  
 


